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His list of 177 cases is necessarily to some extent spurious, as the num- 
ber is not so large ; and the statement that Germany has taken part in 
no arbitrations is erroneous. In 1884 an arbitral agreement was con- 
cluded between Germany and Chile, for the adjudication of claims. 
The claims were afterwards directly settled, but the tribunal was 
organized, and the fact that it afterwards became unnecessary for it to 
pronounce decisions detracts nothing from the participation of Germany 
in the proceeding. In 1895 the claims of German subjects against 
Hayti were disposed of by means of a mixed commission. In 1890 
Baron Lambermont, minister of state of Belgium, decided as arbitrator 
the differences between Germany and Great Britain as to the island of 
Lamu. Not long previously, the Fiji land claims of German subjects 
were adjusted, not indeed by a board of arbitration, but by an Anglo- 
German joint commission. These observations render it appropriate 
to add that the present volume is especially strong on what may be 
called the antiquarian side. It also treats fully of certain questions 
connected with or growing out of the Boer war. Its gravest defect is 
due to its author's apparent lack of acquaintance with authentic Amer- 
ican sources of information as to the actual progress of international 
arbitration in recent times. He is not the only writer that has been 
misled by publications whose inaccuracies may most charitably be ex- 
cused as emotional ; but it is to be regretted that, in a work containing 
so much instructive matter, a more serious attempt was not made to 
present arbitration's latest and greatest achievements. The use of the 
volume would be much facilitated if it had an index. 

J. B. M. 

Queen Elizabeth and the Levant Company. With Twenty-six 
Fac-simile Illustrations of Manuscripts and other Interesting Plates, 
from Manuscripts in His Majesty's Public Record Office, the Manu- 
script Department of the British Museum, and the Archives of Venice, 
etc. By H. G. Rosedale. Oxford University Press, 1904. — 92 pp. 

According to the data here printed, the Levant Company (formed by 
the union of the earlier Turkey and Venetian companies) had sent an 
elaborate present to Sultan Murad II, in the year 1594, and had secured 
the good-will and favor of the sovereign to a promising degree, in com- 
parison with the position of the French and the Venetian ambassadors, 
when Murad died and Mehemet III succeeded to the throne. This 
unexpected event had among its results that " the giving of presents 
must begin again" ; and this placed the English ambassador, Sir Ed- 
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ward Barton, in an embarrassing position, since, in the words of Mr. 
Rosedale, " he was in constant danger of falling foul of the 'Turkey 
Company,' who paid his salary and who appear to have been more de- 
sirous of making large profits and avoiding all possible expenditure , 
than of securing, for the future, their position with the authorities at 
the Porte." But the agent of the company, as ambassador, must also 
" maintain friendly relations with the Sultan on the one hand and with 
the Privy Council ... on the other." In order to meet these diffi- 
culties, Sir Edward " found it necessary to procrastinate," so that he 
might gain time to secure the all- important gifts and " to awaken in 
the minds of the authorities in England as much interest as possible in 
the new Sultan." 

1'his volume presents a number of documents which show the diplo- 
macy used by the agent of the company to accomplish this end. The 
chief of the cleverly devised schemes employed was ' ' A narrative of 
the events which occurred in Constantinople on the death of the Sultan 
Murat and the accession of the new Sultan Mehemet, by Salomone the 
Jewish man " ; by which Mr. Rosedale claims that Sir Edward had 
aimed to "awaken interest on behalf of the Sultan in the minds of 
the Queen and her advisers and to make it appear how great , powerful , 
noble, just and honourable he was and therefore how desirable an ally," 
with the hope of finally obtaining the assistance of the queen and secur- 
ing a gift to the sultan in lieu of a duplication of the company's former 
gift. This document, Mr. Rosedale claims, is a false statement of the 
character of the sultan and his officials and therefore of the real condi- 
tions favorable or unfavorable to trade. To support his theory he pre- 
sents the reports of the Venetian ambassadors to the doge and Senate 
of Venice, and extracts from Vigenere's Histoire des Turcs, from a 
manuscript in the British Museum (the source of Vigenere's informa- 
tion), from Sanday's Travels, 1658, and from Knolles's History of the 
Turks, 1603. 

The documents are so arranged by the editor as to constitute an in- 
teresting narration of the events from the bestowal of the first gift by 
Sir Edward Barton upon Sultan Murad to the final success of his plan 
in 1599. The first gift is described in a ten-page extract from Hak- 
luyt's Voyages. The other documents printed are the despatches giv- 
ing information of the death of the sultan ; the Italian document, repro- 
duced in twelve plates and translated ; the Venetian records referred to 
above ; letters from Sir Edward Barton to Walsingham and to Sir Thomas 
Heneage, urging the bestowal of a gift by the queen ; documents of sim- 
ilar content by the Levant Company and Dr. Parkins ; and the letters 
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finally secured from the viceroy and from the sultan asking for an Eng- 
lish embassy in Constantinople. 

The account in Italian by the ' ' curious Jew " is the central theme 
of the book. It is characterized in the preface by Mr. Rosedale 
as ' ' a piece of ' doctored ' or spurious historical literature ' ' and is 
well described as "a subject eminently germane to the interests 
of the Royal Society of Literature." But its interest ceases when 
one enters the field of history, for however curious, interesting, novel 
and quaint it may be, and it certainly partakes of all of these char- 
acteristics, as an historical document it is by no means valuable. 
The manuscripts printed as subsidiary and explanatory do afford data 
of importance, especially the " Account of the shipping and trading to 
Turkey," printed in Appendix C, and the difficulties of diplomatic 
relations experienced by these companies are thus well illustrated. 

It is to be hoped, however, that the obscure reference made in 
the preface to the publication of the material for the ' ' surrounding his- 
tory " is a promise that the hundreds of documents of and referring to 
the Levant Company, calendared in the State Papers Domestic, may 
soon be made available for the use of students of this part of the greater 
and more important movement for trade through corporations. Further- 
more, the letters, documents and petitions reported by the Historical 
Manuscripts Commission ; the charters, standing ordinances, penal and 
otherwise, among the Harleian Manuscripts; the petitions, instructions 
and communications among the Cottonian Manuscripts ; and the cor- 
respondence, of which a small part is here published, in the Additional 
Manuscripts of the British Museum — all these stand clamoring for pub- 
lication and use as historical material. 

The volume before us is attractive in form, of quarto size, typograph- 
ically artistic and printed on heavy paper, with twenty- six beautiful line 
cut reproductions of the various manuscripts and of the arms of the 
company, the latter also appearing in gilt on the covers. While the 
type is large and excellently clear for rapid use, as should be the case 
in all reprints of records, the failure to distinguish in type between the 
text of the documents and the comments of the editor seems to be a 
serious defect, defeating any attempt to review quickly either the doc- 
uments themselves or the comments upon them. Furthermore, no 
references are given to the manuscripts, and even their location is 
either not stated or is only mentioned, by way of remark, in the text of 
the comments. To identify these manuscripts would therefore be most 
difficult, if not impossible. 

Susan M. Kingsbury. 
Simmons College, Boston, Mass. 



